


You won't see another soul on this remote tidal inlet, but
the ‘crowds’ are here —unending skeins of bright salmon
and char surging up through crystalline streams, all
patrolled by foraging bears, eagles and otters.
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fter two hours of hiking through alternating
spells of rain and wind, guide Collins lich
tlmppl_-'d his |Jm:lxp.'ﬂ:k onto the gravel bar and
studdied a :]er_-'p l'uﬂ where two stream channels had merged
and carved out a distinet overhang on the opposite bank. At
the head of the pﬂ(ﬂ wis a scatter |1]gntjlm:=n||e Aretic char
lolding in the current, all juking for position in the butfet
line. The fish :lppf_-'.u't':] as ep]wmﬂ'.ll smears of tan, chrome
and o ange Hmlt-mh:'ql over the mottled streambed. Closer
too the: tail-out. Collins i]i'lllltt‘!l out two noticeably Lil“&'l
specinmens in Mlt'r.-*[} e:]tl\ and then he tumed and nodded
upriver toward a rock outcropping [}rnﬁ]ed in the distance.
“See that proint of rock that looks like a lion's head about a

halt-mile up from here.”

The crest of the ditfwas obsonred by rain, for and hanging

eloncds, bt the Bon's silhonette was discemible. Michael
Siegmian. origimally from Melboume.
Aunstralia, :m{l {||||h-' ]quhh the maost
stokeed- 1] :Ill;_’:'.t—"l I've ever met, iimed
ame] stucied the view IIHTFI'I;_"‘IZL a blurof
condensation on his :_-ju.kws.

“There's gooxd fishing up past the lon's
head.” Collins said. “We conld et a hetter
view of it if we L:—-:-']I h1L1||r=' — orwe conlkd
start here and fish o way back hu.un]}

Michael “LIJ](‘H:I h‘uL at Collins and
then he turmed and ;_l;:m—*d at the: p:x:l
full oo el at onr feet,

“MNo offense,
mete,” Michael
;_{rimu-'ql while
twisting the flv from
the cork on his rod
arip,” but I can see
that lion just fine
from here,”

For the nesxt six
howirs, in the absolate
crappiest of weather,
the three of us

v o -I-.-.-

M{r-—-':- % el

leaptrogged downriver through mobs of char that acted as the clonds had lifted a

it their next feeding opportumity might be their last. For big bit and the downpours

numbers and lots of action, a drifting ege-Hy would draw an had slowed to a cold

immedliate strike from the sprv twebve- to sisteen-inchers that and persistent drizzle.

crowded the head of each riffle. If yvou wanted to pre-quality Inside the main tent we

the experience. a persistently placed streamer would disperse fonnd the rest of our

the smaller fish and entice the hook-jawed bucks with the aroup lounging around the wood stove with dry clothing,

distended bellies that required both hands to land and release. hors d'oenvres, fly-fishing magazines, playing cards and
O this day; the third of our weeldong trip, we fished ourway paperbacks. Since most of them had stayed close to

past hald eagles perched on rocky crags, a sow grizzly and three camp and fished only between squalls, it was suggested

cuibs that offered us plenty of room for safe manenvering, and by Michael's fellow countryman, Nigel Nattrass. that we

alome ved fox that regarded us as nothing more than a trio of three sodden sports might be lacking in our ability to

two-legeed curiosities, What we did not see, on one of the finest discern good weather from bad.

fishing days of oy life, was another angler — or any evidence that Never one to pass up an opportunity for a counter-jab,

anvone had fished here before us. Michael shook the water off his jacket and proudly u:'phr_-'t]
By the time we returmed to camp later that afternoon, “This is Alasker. bro. I can play cahds back at home.”
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lree months [}rii i, when outfitter Bus Schwansch first

deseribed his Alaska Wildermness Safari camp to me In

t&'lt‘l}l'lliill'lt' I asked him why he chose a remote tidal ||1||_-'t
an thl_-' Pacific side of the Aleutian Rar I,

Great fishing, first and foremost,” Rus replied. But that's
not what sets s apart, The SCENETY is absolutely stunn e the
wildlife and non-fishing activities are a |11'F|J£]III1‘-. and limited
aceess to hundreds of miles of coastline means we don't have
to share water with other ]tnlgr_-'*; and outfitters.”

These i.]ll_".'.‘\' miost penlﬂe assume that the price of an Alaska
fishing trip includes unmatched
scenery, lots of fish and plenty of
casting room tor evervone, Even
though fishing license sales top
a hadtmillion in Alaska, there
shontldn't be 2 en xw:]jng prt blem
in i state where most p;n'{-:l rixucls

lead to nowhere and caribon outnumber taxpayers. . . |'i]_{|ll?

Mot necessarily.

MNow L anted. most of Alaska’s et H|’J(JIt'FI'\|'IEIIEH are located
in the southerm half of the state, But we've still describing a
luge spread of Tand with thousands of river miles and mind-
]mg,‘]un_{nuln]leﬁnl fish — rainbwows, Arctic char, L!fr.['«hnL,.m:]
five 'HIK:'LIE'H of Pacific salmon. So how is it i wsible that some
of Alaskas top rivers have become just as crowded as Ty
of our urbanized fisheries in the Lower 452 Why are some of
the & icdes on those rivers -;]uLmL it out on the LA E: svel bars tor
1r|'|n‘u_-' Spots, and w |l~. are the bush |}|]ut~. il urﬁuhrm:r tor first
Lﬂ'lllll'l” ||U'] is? The answer: Becanse the [-u.hm:r 15 great: the
]:x]tﬂ.—"w are first-rate: and those are the rivers that evervone has
heard about. I_'h]nn}_,m_-ﬁu travels tast, [I'IE"-E[L[".\—!!I1'1‘L'E]1I'I"
Fast ”]I‘t]ll”]‘l online chat rooms and By h‘\lil]]" I]H“E“L‘III bownls.

S0 ure .dl the great rivers in -"LLI.\LA ]H—"HILTH‘. Er-IT11 !:n. the
wader-clad masses? Should we write off t|'|{- rest of t]u—- state
as tons remaote and l:u'_|_{t—*|_1.' v of ':Illf._{l]ll_[_"‘ ::ppnrtumt_\'r'

Mot m-'vt-.u.u:tri]}'.

fgrn fwise, from el Tod Menderek found this handy place 1o keep
flics, = Merferek heads away from the holicopter, which had just
fanded along a rver loaded with Arctic char, = Cuide fohnny Qesinoz
seasets fillots, » This big, hook-nosod sifvor pul up a terrific foht. » Rus
Sehwausch sefects fiy patterns for Australian angler Nige! Naltrass.



aning fished a number of ivers in the

Katmai and Bristol Bay drainages

over the vears, I've enjoved some
remarkable views thro L;_{h an assortment
of small airplane windows. None of those
Hiﬂ‘htk' L‘tJI'I'l[lu'f.-.'tL thi.mtﬂ't with the trip
hetwe&'ﬂ King Salmon tu‘ur.] Rus" camp on
the Alaska Peninsula. With classical music
l}lpei.] in ﬂu‘nug‘h our headsets, we flew
Ver m“lng tundra with scattered spriace
and alder thickets, towering volcanic
peaks with glacial flanks, and a stretch of
nl,f;t_{i_-'d coastline that could never be h l|]}'
appreciated from ground level.

The Alaska Wildemess Saftari camp s
perched on a hillside just a few hundred

arls fronn the Pacific. An observation table
{mth qu}l‘hng s:xqw&:] taces the monntiins
and] ticdal Hats. and from there vou can
witness the 11:1.1'1'_'_.' ehby sl Howe of semweater
scacks of bright silmon, foraging bears,
eagles, moose, wolves, sea lions and rver
otters, If yinl Thaver : any donbsts abont the
enormity of Alasley, a few minutes of glassing
fronm I‘]]t-' tahle will 8l Tt ]xh refine bty |I—‘r‘1]){-‘t‘|1\r‘{-'.

Ifvon've ever shied iy from .1|KI.I1]L'11L!J ontfitter becnse of
:li]l‘t‘t‘(ﬂ]tf‘l‘v‘l—‘{l Lu}tumu{'l‘ﬂlh anmping. vou'll have no problem
fincling comtort in Rus’ innovative accommocdations, There are
baves ]1] e in the world where sabiri-shde I(:]T_lgntf hias evobved into
an artform of portable Levishness: Afica and Alaska,

Meals from seratch — bva r.lu—*i IIUTJIIH‘[‘ acnok —are FIT:‘[KI.I'HI
and served in a 1530 W :—ulﬂu—*qmﬂ tent that also serves as the
camps bar, headguarters and lar's chib, Guests sleep double
ocoupancy (cots, sleeping bags and Hannel liners pre witled ) in
nearby 10x12 shelters of the same make, Theres a heated tent for
overnight drving of vour waders and gear; and a hot shower tent
for those who prefer a more civilized experience.

Providing basic comfort is Rus’ first priority, bt he also

takes care of the smaller details that anglers appreciate in
remote locations: reading lanterns, sleeping pads, clothes
hangers, a sat-phone for emergencies, solar power for
charging batteries, and an in-ground seismic alert system in
case the larger predators tire of snorkeling for salmon and
wander too close to the kitchen in the middle of the night.

When Rus :+!c|1|e1i11e:| onr week’s Fi.»:hing program on the

- =

—
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first evening, it became apparent that
SL ]]t—"(]ﬂl]llf_‘ .und strict regimen wi nild
:]n]x i :-pl\ to the L wted hreakfist and
:hluu-'r times. The first foar :Lu\ wonld be walk-sand-wade
ﬁ\hm!_,. Oor ||1L1uf._{ tos the unlhfri alls or the tidal I){I}]h, or the
beachfront —whatever we would like to do. Bus said that the
miore ambitions AN 18 comld hike upriver sne] fish all :Ln
foor salmon and char “]11|t- others conld he angr ont on the hi.LIJ
Hats (mthm TnEE of a Lu;ﬂ amie| ‘\Iﬂ'llt cast to shmon |:-1L»|||111_,
into the new water. Ilvhuuph*r H\ -onnts to remote rivers
wintled be wvailable on the Last two dives, and Bus 511,:_-;:_‘{-'%1-*:1
that we reserve ph*nh of film, flies ‘m{l :—*m*lm tor those :Liw-.
“Lats of hln' |J|'|T_|ht setlmon, ] et seenery, “he pmunu—'{l

he fishing season at Alaska Wildemess Safari
begins in mic-Jub with the anival of chum and
pink salmon, along with gangs of rvenous char
that tollow them upriver to gonge on their spawn,
In the early season the char are chrome bright and
staging in the ticlewater along with the salmaon.
In mid-August thonsanels of sibver salmon come
barreling in from the sea, and by September the
char are spread thronghout the river conrses and
decked out in their brilliant spawning colors. The
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sibvers remain fresh and strong all the wan
throngh September. and the last halt of
the month also offers some of the bigeest
aned most decortive char of the season,
On the first deay of onue fishing week,

the nine ':ulglt-'rx (a full haomnsee) .h'plit 1y it
gronps of three rods per guide. Evenpone
wats itching for sihers so we stnmg up our
5 ane] Yawedphts with Hoating lines and
the gandiest of ties. Migrting salmon

dhont't feed once they
enter fresh water so
they require a bit of
tease and forment
to pronoke a strike,
Sometimes they can
be brazenby fussy,
and then a new
push of fish comes
in andd they all tiom
Continued on 178
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on at once, Pink, paiple, green, lead eves,
flash and profile — when they're on the
attack, the recipe is not as important as
simply keeping vour fly in the middle of
all the slashing and porpoising.

“We really try hand to accommodate
the anglers preference.” Rus told me
on the moming of our second day as
the groups fanmed out in search of new
challenges, “Some are into the finesse and
the more technical approach that the char
require, and others are only interested in
the: big salmon bites and the long nuns,

“We've got the best of both —and
plenty to do if you get tired of fishing -
and that makes it fun for the ouides
and the gnests.”

On that day I tagged along and
photographed Chris Cooper from
Michigan as he harassed pods of
rolling silvers. while Michael and Nigel
concentrated on a ‘.}_)ut—ml:]—'\mll. ission
for char: Back at dinner that night.
Texans Carol Eix and Colleen Church
recounted their guided beach-walk and
waterfall hike, and gave the rest of us
arief for being entirely too consumed
mth aln 1.1‘|1.']‘| of silly fish,

All differences of Opinion on that
matter and other topics were settled
each evening at the unps northernmost
washer pit. By week’s end it was Tony
Levland from northern England and
the two anglers from Down Under
who were schooling us “Yanks™ on the
intricacies of washer pitching.

nonr st th | RV \Tt'lllt]lll!_‘

next to the ||uu:|1 fire with

head guide., Ted Mendrek, as
he tended two resh salmon Gllets over
a bed ofhot alder coals. The helicopter
WS p:u‘h—*d ||:-"u'ln sl mlrfmemhh
of nine rods was \pre.u] omt over
a mile of rver and !:.uq_-:mL rwith
some of the ]urgt—*st sibvers we had
found that week. Double and triple
}J{r::kups were common that moming
aned Chris (.'m:p-:-'r, u]::ng with his
brother, Mark, and father. Darrell,
were talking about Hight-seeing on
the Wiy back to ¢ armp instead of
ﬁ\.hmrr tor the remainder of the :1.1\

Opposite that position was Michael
whao was still casting and ]umklnl_{ like
a man possessed and professing that
he intended to cateh salmon until he
was absolutely sick of them.

As Ted opened one of the foil
1}.'314';1:'15 to season the lunch eatch, we
heard the faint drone of an airplane
passing overhead. We hadn't seen a
soul outside our group fior the last six
dlavs, and this was also the first airplane —
or hint of civilization — that had
breached the pE]‘lp]]E]‘\ of our isolation.

“Probably moose hunters going
back to King 5: almon,”
nud{]iu!_-; in the direction of the
]ll':llll-!'. “We've never seen ':ul}-'{ltll:—.lr
fishermen on this river.”

At that puint | |xu|h'{-'(] fosr 2 moment
amne] considered our forbine, W had

Texl ohserved,

acrisp fall iy — o fonrth sonny day
ot of six — wlth i mm_,-'ﬁl T ITHTIH

b Ict].mp aned i river choked with |1111_-;}1t,
aguressive salmon, Skeins of mallards
and teal were curiously bnezing and

it hni._,t:ur grm—t] Ly s t]]t“\. \hq_,-':-'d{'nr
their }}]L Hlpﬂ]t sonth, Aned t}u- mﬂv bear
we had seen that moming had oracionsh
comeeded the best fishing \}mt

Aweek later was }mt kin Austin
dhring a record September heat wanve
{105 on the 25th) that walted into
Texas on the heels of the twin tempests,
Katrina and Rita. The city was packed
to the _;_:;i]k with evacnees, lines at the
oas stations were blocks long, and the
arocery stores were }_11'{:1-:{-*.:] clean of
batteries, duct tape, bottled water and
everything remotely palatable.

As T sat clovam to write this article 1
t:.PH’l. a single wontd into the Google
search o on my (_T'lﬂll‘lll[f"T(ll:"Sk[‘[!ll;

S-o-li-tan-d-e

What T founed was a statement
penned by an Austrian author and
11]'11'|[:ml1hﬁrnamer] Karl Kraus in 1874:
“Solitude wonld be ideal it von conld
pick the people to avoid.” I doubt Mr.
Krans ever fished a remote tidal inlet
on the Alaska Peninsula, but I het he
wonlldve enjoved it. %

[ YOU WANTTO GO
Contact outfitter Bus Schwaunsch
at 512-656-2736 or visit his website at

wwwAlaskaWildernessSalari.com.
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